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L U C I N DA  C H O DA N
Editor-in-Chie f

Welcome to the new look and 
new content of the Edmonton 
Journal.

Starting today, we’re unveil-
ing new features and columns 
we think better refl ect Edmon-
ton in the 21st century.

We’ve revamped the Busi-
ness pages in the print edi-
tion and turned the section 
formerly known as Sunday 
Reader into Insight, a show-
case for local stories and an-
alyses. We’ve added new local 
elements to our features sec-
tions, particularly Tuesday’s 
Family and Fitness section, 
Thursday’s Arts and Life sec-
tion and Saturday’s Style and 
Homes sections. 

Most other sections will also 
see an increase in the amount 
of local information.

Each day this week, we’ll tell 
you about the changes in that 
day’s newspaper.

However, the most obvious 
di� erence is the way the paper-
and-ink edition looks. 

It starts at the top, with a 
new masthead or nameplate 
that goes all the way back to 
the Journal’s beginnings in this 
community.

The typeface used for the 
nameplate is Caslon, the same 
one we used in 1903, when the 
Evening Journal first hit the 
streets of Edmonton.

New
Journal
bolder,
better
Local stories
No. 1 priority

JA NA  G .  P R U D E N
Edmonton Journal

WETASKIWIN – Allyson Mc-
Connell says the only thing 
she remembers about killing 
her two sons is an image that 
came to her in a dream three 
months later: 2-1/2-year-old 
Connor conscious at the bot-
tom of the bathtub.

“He was calling out to me,” a 
tearful McConnell said Mon-
day, testifying at her second-
degree murder trial. “I could 
actually hear him, but I 
couldn’t reach him.”

She said she has no memory 
of her baby, 10-month-old 
Jayden, in the bathtub.

McConnell, 33, admits kill-
ing her two boys at the family’s 
home in Millet in 2010, but has 
pleaded not guilty. The trial is 
examining whether she had the 
intent required for the charge 
of murder.

Monday’s testimony was the 
fi rst time court has heard from 
McConnell, who spent the fi rst 
week of her trial at Wetaski-
win Court of Queen’s Bench 
slumped and silent in the 
prisoner’s box, her eyes often 
trained on the fl oor.

Speaking softly, the Austral-
ian-born McConnell testifi ed 
she has wanted to kill herself 
on and o�  throughout her life 

— from her first suicide at-
tempt while pregnant with 
her father’s baby at the age of 
15 to two or three weeks ago, 
when she tried to strangle her-
self with a pair of leggings in a 
shower at Alberta Hospital. 

She told court that in late 
2009 and early 2010 she had 
been feeling “pretty much 
overwhelmed and useless,” 
and was struggling with an 
increasingly hostile separation 
from the boys’ father, Curtis.

“I was pretty much just 
buried in a load of crap,” she 
said.

“Just trying to get through 
the days.”

Mom can’t
remember
killing her
two sons

K E I T H  G E R E I N
Edmonton Journal

The Wildrose party says it is 
planning to change the design 
on its campaign bus after an 
image of leader Danielle Smith 
became the subject of some 
laughs Monday.

“We’re getting it adjusted 
right now since it will be 
a distraction throughout 

the campaign,” said Shan-
non Stubbs, party spokes-
woman and candidate in Fort 
Saskatchewan-Vegreville. 

“Nobody really noticed, 
since we have been focused 
on providing a solid campaign 
platform.

“There were a couple of com-
ments when we were doing the 
initial draft a long time ago, but 
the majority of the team didn’t 
notice or didn’t anticipate it 
would be an issue.”

The image in question has 
Smith’s head above the back 
wheels, making it look as if 
the tires are taking the place 
of her breasts. 

Pictures of the bus were the 
major topic of discussion on 
social media Monday, even 
drawing attention from other 
parts of Canada.

Wheels brie� y come o�  Wildrose campaign

SWAN LAKE CAST PREPARES
FOR FRIDAY PREMIERE AT JUBE

edmontonjournal .com
To join the live chat 
from noon to 1 p.m. on 
the Journal’s redesign 
with editor-in-chie f 
Lucinda Chodan and 
Gayle Grin , the National 
Post ’s managing editor of 
design and graphics, go to 
edmontonjournal.com.

ART BY:  AMANDA McROBERTS, 
EDMONTONJOURNAL.COM

Sketch of Allyson McConnell

ED KAISER ,  EDMONTON JOURNAL

Wildrose Leader Danielle Smith’s image on her campaign bus
stirred up controversy and a great deal of laughter on Monday.

SHAUGHN BUTTS,  EDMONTON JOURNAL

Elier Bourzac, left, and Hayna Gutierrez rehearse Monday for the Albert Ballet production of Swan 
Lake, which premieres at the Jubilee Auditorium on Friday. It’s the first time in its 45-year history 
the ballet company has staged Swan Lake. Read a preview of the production in the Arts and Life 
section on Wednesday. To see a video of the rehearsal, go to edmontonjournal.com/videos.

The Journal’s view 
of the world. D1

Thomson: Wildrose 
party red-faced. A10

Party will tread more carefully 
in redesign of election bus

See WILDROSE BUS page A5

See MURDER TRIAL page A5

See REDESIGN page A2

*Model shown is a 2012 Forester 2.5X 5MT (CJ1 XO) with MSRP of $28,105 including freight & PDI($1,595), documentation fees ($395) and air and tire levies ($120). License,taxes, insurance and registration extra. **0.9% fi nance and lease rates available on all new 2012 Forester models for a 24-month term. Financing and leasing
programs available through Toyota Credit Canada Inc. on approved credit. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. **Offer valid until April 3, 2012. Ratings of “Good” are the highest rating awarded for 40-mph frontal offset, 31-mph side-impact and 20-mph rear-impact crash tests conducted by the Insurance Institute for Highway

Safety (IIHS) (www.iihs.org). A “Good” rating obtained in all three crash tests plus a “Good” rating in new roof strength testing and the availability of Electronic Stability Control (ESC) (Vehicle Dynamics Control) achieves a 2012 Top Safety Pick. Based on ALG’s 2012 Residual Value Award for any mainstream brand.

2012
FORESTER 2.5X

STANDARD FEATURES: • Symmetrical AWD • Vehicle
Dynamics Control system and Traction Control system •
170HP BOXER engine • 5-speed manual transmission with
Hill Holder system • Heated front seats • Driver and front
passenger front- and side-impact airbags • AC • 8.7 inches
of ground clearance • And more.

Lease/Finance
24 mos., as low as

0.9%**
Well equipped
plus AWD from

$28,105*

The only manufacturer
with 2012 IIHS Top Safety
Picks for all models.

ALG - Residual Value
Award. Best mainstream
brand

THE 2012 FORESTER
ROAD CONDITIONS MAY VARY.
YOUR CONFIDENCE WON’T.
FULL-TIME ALL-WHEEL DRIVE DELIVERS MAXIMIZED TRACTION AT ALL TIMES.

RALLY SUBARU
9404-34 AVE

780-989-0700 / 1-877-989-0701
RALLYSUBARU.CA

SUBARU CITY
17708-111 AVE

780-484-7733 / 1-800-586-1467
CITY.SUBARUDEALER.CA

Curator’s Tour | Art School: Banff 1947
Wednesday, March 21, 7pm

Tickets at
youraga.caMarion Nicoll, Untitled (detail), 1948. Brush pen, ink on paper

Collection of Glenbow Museum, Calgary, Canada, 80.10.1
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