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All wind. No change; A decade ago, Canadian Conservatives met in Calgar\ under the banner 'winds of change,' with an agenda to overthrow big
government. Now, the\'re in power. But government keeps getting bigger. What went wrong?
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In Halifa[ WhiV Zeekend, a Vmall groXp of Canadian ideological acWiYiVWV --moVWl\ of conVerYaWiYe perVXaVion -- Zill aWWend an annXal priYaWe eYenW knoZn aV CiYiWaV. The
hiVWor\ of WhiV groXp, foXnded 10 \earV ago b\ Vocial conVerYaWiYe William Gairdner, aXWhor of VXch ZorkV aV The TroXble WiWh Canada, haV been Wo acW aV an XncerWain
meeWing poinW for a liWWle Who'V Who of people ZiWh ofWen claVhing Zorld YieZV, from radical liberWarianV Wo paleoconVerYaWiYeV Wo Neo-conV and Wheo-conV and folloZerV of
oWher conVerYaWiVmV Woo nXmeroXV Wo menWion.

IW VhoXld be a Wime of celebraWion for CiYiWaV aWWendeeV in Halifa[. The looVe collecWion of people Zho aWWend iWV annXal meeWingV more or leVV oYerlap ZiWh Whe groXp of
conVerYaWiYeV Zho a decade ago laXnched Whe UniWe Whe RighW moYemenW. CiYiWaV, in facW, ZaV formed in 1997 Wo carr\ Whe Worch liW b\ Whe WindV of Change conference,
Whe DaYid FrXm-led meeWing in Calgar\ in Ma\ of 1996 WhaW aimed Wo laXnch a XniWed conVerYaWiYe alWernaWiYe Wo Whe LiberalV.

"The poliWical lefW iV dead in EngliVh Canada," declared Mr. FrXm in a Financial PoVW colXmn in earl\ Vpring of 1996. On Whe Wheor\ WhaW Canada ZaV When moYing Wo Whe
righW, Whe WindV of Change conference aimed Wo bring WogeWher conVerYaWiYeV --old TorieV, neZ ReformerV and oWherV -- inWo a neZ coaliWion. Ted B\field, on Whe eYe of a
XniWe-Whe-righW meeWing in Vpring, 1997, ZroWe in Whe PoVW WhaW Whe WaVk "iV Wo XniWe Whe righW, Vo WhaW in combinaWion Whe\ Zill be able Wo diminiVh Big GoYernmenW and Whe
paWernal VWaWe WhaW boWh Whe neoV and Whe WheoV oppoVe."

AV Whe CiYiWaV-WindV of Change- UniWe Whe RighW croZd gaWherV in reXnion in Halifa[ on Whe Zeekend, one aVVXmeV Whe celebraWion Zill be mXWed. A Zake ZoXld be moVW
appropriaWe.

The ConVerYaWiYe goYernmenW noZ in OWWaZa bearV no reVemblance Wo Whe Vmaller-goYernmenW, Wa[-cXWWing, anWi-lefWiVW promiVe held oXW aW Whe WindV of Change meeWing
a decade ago, Zhere SWephen Harper Vpoke. Ted B\field'V Walk of diminiVhed Big GoYernmenW haV giYen Za\ Wo policieV WhaW increaVe Whe role of goYernmenW. InVWead of
leVV goYernmenW Ze haYe Bigger GoYernmenW.

The laVW Tor\ bXdgeW ZaV a VZeeping conWinXXm of Liberal Vpending, deYoid of Wa[ cXWV. NeZ Vpending recordV are being VeW b\ a Finance MiniVWer Zho belieYeV
bXVineVV iV doing Vo Zell iW doeVn'W need Wa[ cXWV. ConVerYaWiYe VXpporW for farm markeWing boardV and eWhanol VXbVidieV fl\ in Whe face of VoXnd free-markeW principleV
WhaW ConVerYaWiYeV claimed Wo VXpporW. FlirWing ZiWh "naWion" VWaWXV for QXebec goeV Za\ be\ond an\Whing heard aW CiYiWaV and WindV of Change VeVVionV. The neZ
green agenda, Zhile VkillfXll\ pXlling aZa\ from K\oWo, iV filled ZiWh rank diVWorWionV and meddleVome programV.

EYen Whe WeVWern SWandard, pXbliVhed b\ WindV of Change organi]er E]ra LeYanW, recenWl\ ran a coYer VWor\: "The End of Reform: RaiVing Ta[eV, ImplemenWing K\oWo,
Pa\ing QXebec -- IV ThiV WhaW The\ MeanW B\ 'The WeVW WanWV In'?"

WhaW ZenW Zrong? The WindV of Change ZaV all Zind and no change.

The problem iV WhaW, aW baVe, Whe conVerYaWiYeV aVVembled aroXnd CiYiWaV haYe no common foXndaWion or XniWing principleV. The onl\ idea WhaW holdV Canadian
conVerYaWiYeV WogeWher iV a Vimple one: poZer. The LiberalV had iW, Whe\ didn'W. NoZ WhaW conVerYaWiYeV haYe poZer, Whe\ haYe noWhing Wo fall back on be\ond Whe need Wo
hold on Wo poZer.

ConVerYaWiYeV are noW people Zho diVlike goYernmenW, eYen big goYernmenW. One of Whe archeW\peV of Canadian conVerYaWiVm, in man\ reVpecWV, iV Conrad Black. Mr.
Black haV man\ fine qXaliWieV, inclXding oXWVWanding inVighWV, bXW free markeW economic ideaV are noW among Whem. HiV biograph\ of Franklin Delano RooVeYelW, VXbWiWled
"Champion of Freedom," iV, Wo Va\ Whe leaVW, an idioV\ncraWic Wake -- for a conVerYaWiYe -- on a preVidenW Zho pracWicall\ inYenWed, and cerWainl\ implemenWed, Big
GoYernmenW.

"RooVeYelW'V Whird greaW achieYemenW," ZriWeV Mr. Black, "ZaV Whe reinYenWion of Whe American VWaWe." To bring Whe UniWed SWaWeV oXW of Whe GreaW DepreVVion, RooVeYelW
WXrned Wo goYernmenW Vpending and inWerYenWion, hiV NeZ DealV. "He inYolYed Whe goYernmenW in man\ areaV Zhere iWV preVence had been limiWed or none[iVWenW --
indXVWrial recoYer\, reflaWion, large-Vcale Zorkfare programV, Social SecXriW\, reform of financial inVWiWXWionV, rXral elecWrificaWion, flood and droXghW conWrol, VWabili]aWion of
farm prodXcWion and priceV, conVerYaWion, refinancing of home morWgageV and farm loanV, reform of Zorking condiWionV, pXblic VecWor deYelopmenW and diVWribXWion of
h\droelecWric poZer, generoXV WreaWmenW of YeWeranV, aV Zell aV Whe repeal of ProhibiWion."

Well, aW leaVW one of RooVeYelW'V mXlWiWXde of iniWiaWiYeV iV ZorWh drinking Wo. The Black WheViV iV WhaW RooVeYelW'V greaWneVV came from hiV magnificenW Vkill in co-opWing Whe
lefW, When on Whe riVe in depreVVionera America. "RooVeYelW VWole Whe argXmenWV of Whe lefW, enacWed Yer\ dilXWed legiVlaWiYe YerVionV of Whem and depriYed Whe lefW of an\
poVVibiliW\ of poliWical VXcceVV."

The Harper TorieV are pla\ing Whe Vame RooVeYelWian game. The VimilariWieV are VWark in enYironmenWal

polic\, Zhere e[Wreme green rheWoric iV being hooked Xp Wo policieV WhaW are aW leaVW leVV e[Wreme Whan programV coming from Whe LiberalV and Wheir allieV. The WroXble
ZiWh VXch cleYer manoeXYering iV iW doeV noWhing Wo cXrb Whe groZWh of Big GoYernmenW, leW alone roll iW back. The Tor\ green plan iV a major e[panVion of goYernmenW in
Whe econom\ and enWrencheV carbon economicV aV naWional polic\.

AV Mr. Black Zell knoZV, Whe maVViYe VWaWe inWerYenWionV laXnched b\ RooVeYelW, Zhile mild b\ compariVon Wo ZhaW Whe commXniVWV had in mind, noneWheleVV eVWabliVhed
big and groZing goYernmenW aV Whe foXndaWion for U.S. and Canadian polic\ for decadeV. The firVW YerVionV of Whe U.S. SecXriWieV and E[change CommiVVion, parW of
RooVeYelW'V Zar on big bXVineVV and "Whe mone\ changerV," Mr. Black Va\V "Zere generall\ recogni]ed aV an inWelligenW and neceVVar\ reform." Ironicall\, Mr. Black'V
cXrrenW problemV ZiWh U.S. aXWhoriWieV are Whe direcW prodXcW of WhoVe iniWial inWelligenW reformV, e[panded dramaWicall\ Xnder a VXcceVVion of adminiVWraWionV.

The raWionali]aWion of RooVeYelW'V Big GoYernmenW e[ceVVeV aV neceVVar\ Wo Zard off ZorVe policieV are idenWical Wo Whe Whinking WhaW Woda\ dominaWeV Whe Harper
ConVerYaWiYeV. More Whan once I haYe been Wold b\ Tor\ inViderV WhaW Where comeV a Wime Zhen principleV and ideaV mXVW be pXW aVide for Whe Vake of aWWaining poZer
and holding on Wo iW.



The Zorr\ing Whing, for WhoVe of XV ZiWh more of a free-markeW benW Whan \oXr aYerage conVerYaWiYe, iV WhaW Whe qXeVW for poZer ma\ haYe been Whe main objecWiYe in Whe
firVW place. In reWroVpecW, iW VeemV WhaW Whe ideaV, VXch aV Whe\ Zere, pla\ed a Vecondar\ role.

WhaW elVe can e[plain Whe cXrrenW acWiYiWieV of Vome of Whe original WindV of Change organi]erV and CiYiWaV memberV. In 1996, a \oXng man b\ Whe name of Kor\
Tene\cke YoXng helped foXnd WindV of Change along ZiWh Mr. LeYanW and Mr. FrXm. Toda\, Mr. Tene\cke YoXng iV head of Whe Canadian ReneZable FXelV AVVociaWion
and chief lobb\iVW for eWhanol VXbVidieV. He goW 'em. AnoWher earl\ pla\er, Ken BoeVVenkool, iV noZ a pXblic-relaWionV e[ecXWiYe Zho lobbieV for a drXg compan\ WhaW
VWandV Wo benefiW from Whe goYernmenW'V $300-million bXdgeW plan Wo fXnd a cerYical cancer Yaccine.

AnoWher CiYiWaV regXlar and former preVidenW of Whe groXp iV Tom Flanagan, Whe AlberWa XniYerViW\ profeVVor Zho ZaV once Mr. Harper'V inWellecWXal gXrX and co-aXWhor of
Whe Vpeech Mr. Harper gaYe aW Whe original WindV of Change meeWing. Mr. Flanagan iV a WrXe belieYer in Whe Black YerVion of RooVeYelWian VWraWeg\: IW WakeV Big
GoYernmenW Wo beaW back Big GoYernmenW. In an op-ed in The Globe and Mail recenWl\, Mr. Flanagan Veemed Wo be Wr\ing Wo Vend a Zarning Wo an\ Whink-WankV and
pXndiWV againVW being Woo criWical of Whe Harper TorieV and Wheir failXre Wo cXW Wa[eV.

IW ZaV a VWXnning piece, Zhich ended ZiWh WhiV anal\ViV: "Too man\ \earV oXW of poZer haYe giYen conVerYaWiYeV an anWi-goYernmenW menWaliW\." FXnn\, I WhoXghW Whe anWi-
goYernmenW menWaliW\ came firVW, and WhaW Whe objecWiYe ZaV Wo geW inWo poZer Vo aV Wo begin redXcing Whe role of goYernmenW. Mr. Flanagan'V phraVing beWra\V Whe
oppoViWe, WhaW Whe anWi-goYernmenW menWaliW\ ZaV jXVW a facade, a plo\ Wo geW inWo poZer. The reVXlW of WhiV c\nical, RooVeYelWian polic\, in m\ YieZ, iV Whe TorieV diVmal
VWanding in Whe pollV Woda\.

AW Whe CiYiWaV meeWing WhiV Zeekend, ma\be Whe\'ll geW aroXnd Wo Vome of WheVe iVVXeV. Sorr\ I can'W be Where.
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