
Congenital
abnormalities
2,128 / 1.42%

Salmonella
5 / 0.002%

Other intestinal
infections 17 / 0.01%

Senile psychosis
87 / 0.04%

Idiocy 8 / 0.003%

Imbecility
4 / 0.002%

Mongolism
58 / 0.025%

Mental
deficiency
92 / 0.04%

Schizophrenia
18 / 0.008%

Manic
depressive

reaction
5 / 0.002%

Tuberculosis 659 / 0.44%

Septicemia
48 / 0.03%

Viral hepatitis
76 / 0.05%

Measles 45 / 0.03%

Meningococcal
infection 38 / 0.03%

Syphilis
68 / 0.05%

Influenza
263 / 0.18%

Pneumonia
4,952

3.3%

Emphysema
908 / 0.6%

Narcotics 30
0.02%

Alcohol 55 / 0.04%

Cyclists
102 / 0.07%

Pulmonary
embolism
383 / 0.25%

Brain
hemorrhage

8,643
5.75%

Crime 316

Shot 134 / 0.089%

Stabbed 50
 0.033%

Other
assault

118 / 0.079%
Killed by police

7 / 0.005%

Firearm 613 / 0.41%

Suffocation, strangulation
or hanging 553 / 0.37%

Poison or overdose
383 / 0.25%

Jumping from
height 59 / 0.04%

Boats 339 / 0.23%

Air & water 484 / 0.32%

Planes 145 / 0.10%

On food 378 / 0.25%

On objects 27 / 0.02%

Cold 74 / 0.05%
Heat 4 / 0.003%

Agricultural
machinery 254 / 0.17%

Accidental gun
discharge 155 / 0.1%

Cutting or piercing
machine 12 / 0.008%

Electrical 87 / 0.06%

Fire & explosion
729 / 0.48%

Pressure vessel
explosion 11 / 0.008%

Corrosive liquid
or steam 39 / 0.03%

DEATH RATE: 7.36 per 1,000

From ladder or
scaffolding

16 / 0.01%

Just fell over
(on same level)

525 / 0.35%

Fell from
building

371
0.25%

Down stairs
or steps 235

0.16%

Lip & mouth 576 / 0.38%

Brain & nervous
system 781 / 0.52%

Esophagus 480 / 0.32%

Stomach 2,593 / 1.73%

Liver 691 / 0.46%

Pancreas
1,435 / 0.95%

Larynx 227 / 0.15%Skin 196 / 0.13%

Cervix & uterus
884 / 0.59%

Ovaries
801 / 0.53%

Prostate
1,456 / 0.97%

Kidney
600 / 0.4%

Bladder
784 / 0.52%

Leukemia
2,591 / 1.72%

Colorectal
2,110 / 1.4%

Lung,
bronchus
& trachea

4,152
2.86%

Breast
2,664
1.77%

Liver
2,514
1.67%

Kidney
1,032
0.69%

Diabetes
2,688
1.79%

Alcoholic
422 / 0.28%

Stomach ulcer 500 / 0.33%

Appendix 112 / 0.07%

Hernia 347 / 0.23%

Anemia 354 / 0.24%

Meningitis 150 / 0.1%

Senility without
psychosis 321 / 0.21%

Cirrhosis
1,038 / 0.69%

Pregnancy
complications
88 / 0.06%

Medical care
complications

5 / 0.003%

OTHER
MEDICAL

2,221 / 1.48%

INFECTIOUS DISEASES
1,131 / 0.75%

MENTAL
PSYCHONEUROTIC
& PERSONALITY
DISORDERS
543 / 0.23%

RESPIRATORY
DISEASES

8,616
5.73%

CANCER
28,025

18.65%

MAJOR CARDIOVASCULAR
DISEASE
59,975

39.91%

OTHER DISEASES
24,732

16.46%

SUICIDE & CRIME
2,157 / 2.03%

ACCIDENTS
11,599

7.72%

Falls
1,704
5.08%

Mechanical
accidents 1,287 / 0.86%

Drownings
880 / 0.59%

Fire & explosions
729 / 0.49%

Poisoning
317 / 0.21%

Exposure to
elements 78 / 0.52%

Choking
405 / 0.27%

Non-transport
accidents

7,635
5.08%

Transport
accidents

6,126
4.08%

Suicide
1,841
1.23%

Aortic
aneurism
1,011 / 0.73%

Cerebriovascular
diseases
13,981

10.28%

Heart
failure
4,398

Motorcyclists
136 / 0.09%

Motor vehicle
2,026 / 1.35%

Ran off the road
1,119 / 0.75%

Pedestrians
1,382 / 0.92%

Road
transport

5,642
3.75%

150,283
TOTAL DEAD

1967
Mumps
4 / 0.002%

Chicken pox
13 / 0.01%

Whooping cough
15 / 0.014%

A baby born in Canada today 
is about four times more 
likely to survive to their first 
birthday than during the 
1960s. In 1967, 22 babies born 
out of 1,000 died during the 
first year of life. By 2007, that 
number had fallen to 5.1 out 
of 1,000. Total number of 
infant deaths: 8,151 in 1967, 
and just 1,881 in 2007. 

“Heart attack” is a layperson’s 
term, typically referring to an 
acute myocardial infarction. 
Comparing heart attack 
deaths between 1967 and 
2007 is difficult because 
“acute myocardial infarction” 
and “cardiac arrest” were not 
yet official causes of death 
during the 1960s — even if 
they were more common 
then. Doctors instead pointed 
to chronic underlying 
problems, such as
hypertension and arterioscle-
rosis (hardening of the 
arteries).

Cancer research funding 
statistics show that in 2007, 
$10,701 went toward breast 
cancer research for every 
death from it that year, versus 
$4,735 for prostate cancer, 
$1,775 per colorectal cancer 
death and $744 for each lung
cancer death. Gall bladder 
cancer killed 278 Canadians 
in 2007 and apparently 
received no research funding 
whatsoever that year.

The data show many more 
lung cancer deaths in 2007 
than in 1967, even though 
smoking rates are much 
lower now. Why? In part 
because the mistakes of the 
past are catching up with us, 
says Andrea Bezjack, head of 
the lung cancer team at 
Toronto’s Princess Margaret 
Hospital. Yesterday’s smokers 
are today’s lung cancer 
sufferers. As well, Dr. Bezjack 
says many lung cancers in 
1967 may have gone without a 
firm diagnosis because 
biopsies were harder to 
perform then. 

Present-day Statistics Canada 
data afford a more detailed 
breakdown of fatal falls than 
the 1967 edition — quantify-
ing, for example, demises
involving snow and ice (23), 
collisions between two people 
(3), wheelchairs (48), falls out 
of trees (4) and off cliffs (11), 
and, with particular 
poignancy, one fall from 
playground equipment.

Canadians are far less likely 
to die in car accidents today 
than during the 1960s, thanks 
in part to drunk driving and 
seat belt laws, and safer cars
equipped with air bags. Also, 
University of Alberta nursing 
professor Donna Wilson says 
improved emergency medical 
techniques save the lives of
thousands who would 
otherwise have died from 
collision injuries.

Suicide was ruled the cause of 
death for 1.22% of the 
deceased in 1967, rising to 
1.54% in 2007. Men killed 
themselves more frequently 
than women in both decades, 
with male-to-female suicide 
ratios of roughly 3:1 in both
eras. Women consistently 
show a stronger preference 
for non-violent methods
involving self-poisoning and 
narcotics, whereas men are 
much more likely to use a 
firearm, jump from a high 
place, and so on.

SOURCES: STATISTICS CANADA/DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS; CANADIAN CANCER SOCIETY; FUNERAL SERVICE ASSOCIATION OF CANADA; CREMATION ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA; ONTARIO FORENSIC PATHOLOGY SERVICE

*Heart attack = “acute myocardial infarction” + “cardiac arrest”, ** Stroke = “cerebral infarction” + “stroke”
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Death is life’s one and only inevitable event, and it comes in many ways — offically, there are 999 causes. The mortality statis-
tics below, from 1967 and 2007 (the most recent year available), are culled from the nation’s death certificates. From bear attacks 
to heart attacks, the causes reveal specific details about how we die, and yet, because the ascribed causes can say more about the 
subjective judgments of the dispensing physician or the time in which they live, the statistics add up to a snapshot of death — 

and life — in two different times. Considering the way we die tells us much about the way we live.

1967: HOW WE DIED


