
INFECTIOUS
DISEASES

4,138
1.76%

RESPIRATORY
DISEASES

20,518
8.72%

Influenza
180 / 0.08%

Salmonella
5 / 0.002%

Other intestinal
infections 1,169 / 0.5%

Tuberculosis 93 / 0.04%

Septicemia
1,972 / 0.84%

Liver
2,651
1.13%

Kidney
3,923
1.56%

Diabetes
7,394
3.14%

Alcoholic
1,377
 0.59%

Peptic ulcer 410 / 0.17%

Appendix 60 / 0.03%

Hernia 266 / 0.11%

Anemia 499 / 0.21%

Meningitis 57 / 0.02%

Parkinson’s
disease
1,890 / 0.8%

Alzheimer’s
disease
5,903
2.51%

Cirrhosis
1,274
0.54%

Viral hepatitis
455 / 0.19%

HIV 422 / 0.18%

Measles 1 / 0.001%

Meningococcal
infection 13 / 0.01%

Malaria 2 / 0.001%

Syphilis 6 / 0.003%

Pneumonia
5,272
2.24%

Emphysema
664  / 0.28%

Other mental
disorders
819  / 0.34%

Schizophrenia
117  / 0.05%

Depressive
episodes

111  / 0.047%

Mental
retardation
53  / 0.023%

Lip & mouth
1,108 / 0.47%

Brain &
nervous system
1,750 / 0.74%

Esophagus
1,627 / 0.69%

Stomach
1,871 / 0.8%

From ladder or
scaffolding 48 / 0.02%

From wheelchair
48 / 0.02%

Just fell over
(on same level)

171 / 0.07%

From building
68 / 0.03%

Mechanical accidents
239 / 0.02%

Drowning
255 / 0.11%

Smoke
inhalation
213 / 0.09%

Poisoning
1,347
 0.57%

Narcotics 572 / 0.24%

Alcohol 151 / 0.06%

Exposure to
elements

138 / 0.06%

Choking 342 / 0.14%

On food 119 / 0.05%

Boats 82 / 0.03%

Air & water 127 / 0.05%Motorcyclists
226 / 0.1%

Cyclists
83 / 0.04%

Car occupants
816 / 0.35%

Bus occupants 13 / 0.01%

Animal drawn vehicle
8 / 0.003%

Off-road vehicle 187 / 0.08%

Pickup truck or
van occupants

174 / 0.07%

Pedestrians
411 / 0.17%

Firearm
534 / 0.23%

Suffocation,
strangulation
or hanging
1,551 / 0.66%

Aortic
aneurism
1,787 / 0.76%

Pulmonary
embolism 545 / 0.23%

Atherosclerosis
(thickening of arteries)

20,081
8.54%

Ischaematic
Heart Disease

(reduced blood supply) 
36,860

15.67% Cerebriovascular
diseases
13,981

5.94%

              

Heart
 attack*
16,186

6.64%

Brain
hemorrhage

3,209
1.36%

  Stroke**
8,689
3.69%

Poison or
overdose
958 / 0.41%

Shot 167 / 0.07%

Stabbed
162

 0.07%

UNDETERMINED
INTENT 659

0.28%

Firearms 5 / 0.002%

Bear attack
2 / 0.001%

Clubbed
37 / 0.02%

Crime
515

0.22%

Killed by police
13 / 0.01%

Falling or jumping
21 / 0.01%

Poisoning
500 / 0.21%

Drowning
29 / 0.02%

Jumping from
height 198 / 0.08%

Planes 45 / 0.02%

On objects 223 / 0.09%

Cold 115 / 0.05%Heat 4 / 0.01%

Agricultural
machinery

17 / 0.01%

Lawn mower
1 / 0.001%

Accidental gun
discharge 16 / 0.01%

Bathtub
38 / 0.02%

Swimming pool
25 / 0.01%

Natural
water

136
 0.06%

Down stairs
or steps

297 / 0.13%

Pregnancy
complications 24 / 0.01%

DEATH RATE: 7.14 per 1,000

Congenital
abnormalities
866 / 0.37%

Medical care
complications

192 / 0.08%

Out of bed
105 / 0.04%

Liver
1,822
0.77%

Pancreas
3,785
1.61%

Larynx 415 / 0.18%Skin 875 / 0.37%

Cervix & uterus
1,203 / 0.51%

Ovaries
1,544 / 0.66%

Prostate
3,632
1.54%

Kidney
1,459 / 0.62%

Bladder
1,798 / 0.76%

Leukemia
6,375
2.71%

Colorectal
7,662
 3.26%

Lung, bronchus
& trachea

18,560
7.89%

Breast
5,105
2.17%

CANCER
69,595
29.59%

235,217
TOTAL DEAD

MAJOR
CARDIOVASCULAR

DISEASE
69,503

29.55%

OTHER DISEASES
49,301

20.85%

OTHER
MEDICAL

3,546
2.36%

SUICIDE
& CRIME

4,123
1.75%

ACCIDENTS
9,951
4.23%

Non-transport
accidents

6,816
2.9%

Falls
2,677
1.14%

Transport
accidents

3,077
1.31%

Suicide
3,608
1.53%

Heart
failure
4,398
 1.87%

Unknown
2,464
1.05%

Road
transport

2,950
1.25%

2007
MENTAL &

BEHAVIORAL
DISORDERS

10,309
4.38%

Dementia
8,879
3.78%

SOURCES: STATISTICS CANADA/DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS; CANADIAN CANCER SOCIETY; FUNERAL SERVICE ASSOCIATION OF CANADA; CREMATION ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA; ONTARIO FORENSIC PATHOLOGY SERVICE

*Heart attack = “acute myocardial infarction” + “cardiac arrest”, ** Stroke = “cerebral infarction” + “stroke”

ADAM McDOWELL & RICHARD JOHNSON / NATIONAL POST

Over 40 years, improved cardiovascular health — thanks to lifestyle changes and treatment — and fewer fatal accidents have 
contributed to longer lives. As Canadians live longer, however, more of them get cancer. What about the next 40 years? Donna 

Wilson, a University of Alberta professor of nursing and co-author of Dying and Death in Canada, cautions that rising obesity 
rates could cause cardiovascular deaths to climb once again. Doctors are not allowed to list old age on a death certificate, but 

Dr. Wilson and others have argued for it to be the “1,000th cause.”
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