LAST IN SPACE®

An estimated one million Americans have descended on the east coast of Florida to bid .
farewell to the 30-year space shuttle era. At 11:26 a.m. Friday — weather permitting — :
Atlantis will blast off from the Kennedy Center on the 135th and_final mission of a program o *
marked by triumph but touched by tragedy. '
While President Barack Obama has promised a new era of missions to asteroids and Mars,
many fear that the Umted States may perhaps gtve up sending people into space altogether.
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The cost of the shuttle Total shuttle docks with Total shuttle docks with the Tota number of days spent in space by all The total number of kilometres

program, in billions of U.S. Russian space station MIR. International Space Station. the shuttles combined. travelled by all the shuttles

dollars . , combined. That’s the equivalent

. * of 1,087 return trips to the moon.
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SHUTTLE-PAUNCH TIMELINE L

AEnterprise* Columbia ‘Challenger ‘Discovery ‘Atlantis Endeavour

— APRIL 12 — JAN. 28 — APRIL 24 — JUNE 29 Atlantis becomes — FEB. 1 Columbia JULY 8 Atlantis
Maiden voyage Challenger Discovery launches first shuttle to dock with is destroyed o scheduled to blast
of Columbia. explodes, killing Hubble telescope. Russian space station MIR. during re-entry. off on the final

all seven crew mission.
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INDIVIDUAL SPACE TRAVELLERS SPACE SHUTTLE SYSTEM

Male ’L Male astronaut Female ﬁ Female astronaut The space shuttle system consists of three major compt'ments:
astronaut | fatality astronaut [ fatality the Orbiter that houses the crew; a large external tank that
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*ﬁ*ﬁ*?*?*’ """"'Q QQQ’*” * tank, which burns up in the atmosphere after each launch.
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EARTH ORBITS
20,952 total orbits through 134 flights

Payload
bay doors
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See Orbital manoeuvring
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ORIGIN OF ORBITER NAMES

Columbia Challenger Discovery Atlantis Endeavour

Named after a sloop Named after a British Named after one of two Named after the primary Named by school pupils
captained by Robert Gray naval research vessel that ships used by British research vessel for the after a ship chartered to
who, in 1792, explored the sailed the Atlantic and explorer Captain James Woods Hole traverse the South Pacific
coasts of what became Pacific during the 1870s. Cook when he discovered Oceanographic Institute, in 1768.

British Columbia, Hawaii and explored Mass., from 1930-1966.

Washington and Oregon. Alaska during the 1770s.

[The Ent rise was the fir: shuttle orbiter. It was constructed without engines or a functional heat shield, and was therefore not capable of space flight. NASA used it to perform test flights in the atmosphere.
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