CANADAS ABORIGINALS

When Prime Minister Stephen Harper and Assembly of First Nations national chief Shawn Atleo met at an
historic Crown-First Nations gathering in Ottawa Tuesday, they vowed to “reset the relationship” between
Ottawa and Canada’s aboriginal communities. “Our goal 1s much increased aboriginal participation in the
economy and in the country’s prosperity,” Harper said. “In terms of participation, standard of living and
quality of life, the time has come for First Nations to fully share with other Canadians from all walks of life.”
The road is going to be long, if the current statistics about aboriginal communities in Canada are any
indication. Here is a snapshot of what life is like for aboriginals nationwide:
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crime than their non-aboriginal counterparts. Housing, as 800 +eerrrers
evidenced by the crisis at Attawapiskat First Nation — a
community that just learned Friday that it will get a brand
new elementary school — is another sore point in the
government’s relations with aboriginal communities. T he
First Nations Information Governance Centre’s 2008-2010
Regional Health Survey, to be officially released in March,
shows 37.3% of First Nations people say their home is in
need of major repairs, with 33.5% saying they’re in need of
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*The rate represents the number of persons in remand, sentenced custody or other temporary detention that day for every 1,000
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HEALTH AND EDUCATION

The Aboriginal Peoples Survey found that 58% of Métis
adults said they were in very good to excellent health in
2006, while 53% of First Nations people living off reserve
reported being in excellent or very good health. Half of Inuit 62%
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adults reported excellent or very good health in 2006 (62% 58% ;T;E:“ tigh schoot ngh;oc_T:;:
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health). In 2017, the projected life expectancy for Inuit Post-secondary
peoples will be 64 for men and 73 for women — far lower 22.5%
than the total Canadian population’s expectancy of 79 years

for men and 83 years for women. Métis and First Nations

people will be expected to live until ages 73-74 for men and Graduate 5“;":;;
78-80 for women. This week’s aboriginal summit identified '
education as a key area of reform. The First Nations regional

health survey found 51.5% of respondents said they had less Other
than a high school education, while 22.5% said they had : _ _ _ 4.5%
some sort of post-secondary. That figure has remained about pﬂgsgiﬂ“ F;.ﬁf.:iﬂfﬁ: ' Metis it *Graduate studies include Master’s, Doctorate and Professional degrees. The ‘some’
the same since the previous survey in 2002—2003. college/university/diploma categories were not included in the analysis - only

completed studies.
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