NORTHERN SNAKEHEAD SPOTTED IN B.C.?
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Native Range:
China, Russia and Korea

Identification: A long, thin
fish with a single dorsal fin
running the length

of the fish.
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SNAKEHEAD BACKGROUND CONFIRMED SNAKEHEAD SIGHTINGS
The risk posed by snakeheads is very real. Several of the 36 CANADA

species have a long history of invasions, and are very hardy. ii“a‘ *
They can even live out of the water for a time - to pursue their . ‘ ‘
prey or find a new home if the former one dries up. On land “

Snakeheads use a primitive lung above their gills to breathe. .h-ﬁ-—“-‘uﬂ
They can survive winter under the ice of northern lakes; some { '~ UNITED STATES ‘ :
have even recovered from being frozen. The Northern Snake- ©
head, in particular, thrives on conditions that are similar to K

many Canadian waters. It is a voracious predator, and it grows o
rapidly to an adult length of 1.5 metres or more.

SNAKEHEAD WALKABOUT

The snakehead prefers stagnant shallow ponds, swamps and slow streams with mud. But when their home dries out they
have the ability to walk elsewhere. They “walk” by rhythmically moving their fins and coiling their body.
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