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Olympic athletes come in all weights and heights,  from the lithe limbs 
of artistic gymnast Asuka Teramoto of Japan to the gargantuan 

frame of basketball player Zhaoxu Zhang of China.

*world records are not limited to Olympic events

EVENTS AMASSING THE
MOST NEW WORLD
RECORDS 1900-2012

THE LONG & SHORT
Seven world records already have been broken at the London 2012 Olympic Games and more can be expected. But athletes will have to be in top form

to beat the 43 world records broken at the 2008 Beijing Olympics.

1900

1900 1904 1908 1912 1916 1929 1924 1928 1932 1936 1940 1944 1948 1952 1956 1960 1964 1968 1972 1976 1980 1984 1988 1992 1996 2000 2004 2008 2012

20

0 cm

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

200

220cm

1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

2010

SOURCE: RGA MEDIA GROUP & BRITISH BROADCASTING COMPANY RORY BARRS, JONATHON RIVAIT, MIKE FAILLE AND RICHARD JOHNSON / NATIONAL POST

Liubov Razouvaeva - SOVIET UNION    Women’s track sprint

Aleksandr Melentyev - SOVIET UNION    Men’s 50m pistol 

Jürgen Schult - EAST GERMANY    Men’s discus throw 

Yuriy Sedykh  - SOVIET UNION    Men’s hammer throw

Silke Gladisch, Sabine Rieger, Ingrid Auerswald, Marlies Göhr - EAST GERMANY    Women’s 4x100m relay 27 years
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Marita Koch - EAST GERMANY    Women’s 400m 

Jesse Owens - U.S.    Men’s long jump

Jarmila Kratochvilova - CZECHOSLOVAKIA    Women’s 800m

Natalya Lisovskaya - SOVIET UNION    Women’s shot put

Stefka Kostadinova - BULGARIA    Women’s high jump

  Lina Aebersold - SWITZERLAND    Women’s 20km race walk 28 years

    Violet Percey - UNITED KINGDOM   Women’s road marathon 37 years

Pat Ryan - U.S.    Men’s hammer throw

ZHAOXU ZHANG
Height - 2.19 metres
Country - China
Weight - 110 kg
Sport - Basketball
Age - 24

ASUKA TERAMOTO
Height - 1.36 metres
Country - Japan
Weight - 30 kg
Sport - Gymnastics
Age - 16


