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citylife

‘I put on my white blouse, black bra, tortoise-
shell specs and bright pink lips, all for 
Jenna!” declared one of my fashionable 

friends, ready to rock the recent J.Crew opening 
on Toronto’s mink mile. Another gal-pal went 
bra-less for the first time in years! Much to their 
dismay, the very cool Jenna Lyons, executive 
creative director and president of J. Crew, was 
unable to get out of New york City because of the 
most hellacious snow, but the party most defin-
itely went on here in Toronto! 

It was no surprise that loads of pretty girls 
turned up for the event, but what was most 
eyebrow-raising was the number of gents who 
turned up for the good times, too! The men really 
enjoyed themselves and shopped a curated as-
sortment of pieces, including the famous Ludlow 
suit as well as Wallace & Barnes denim. There 
was even a shoe shiner on hand, who was kept 
very busy making even the most scruffiest of 
kicks look brand-new. Chef Lynn Crawford of 
ruby Watchco fame kept everyone well-fed with 
scrumptious bites as guests swooned over the 
women’s J.Crew Collection pieces. The more dis-
cerning guests went gaga for the custom-made 
collars and the chance to get a sneak peek at the 
pieces from the Fall/Winter 2014 collection. The 
store windows were inspired, featuring bloom-
ing spring trees (if we build it, spring will come, 
right?) crafted out of hundreds of pieces of hand-
cut paper and foil, created by ConfettiSystem of 
New york.

“On the morning I was scheduled to leave for 
Toronto to see the new collection store on Bloor 
Street, Mother Nature dumped 10 inches of snow 
on Manhattan,” Lyons said after the fact. “I was 
sad to miss it but thrilled to know it had finally 
opened and has been met with such an enthusi-
astic response. I look forward to a summer visit! 
Hello Sunshine!”

Oh and here’s a great tidbit for you J. Crew ad-
dicts: The store now offers a Very Personal Stylist 
special service. The complimentary service pro-
vides one-on-one style appointments with fash-
ion experts and is offered throughout the day, 
as well as before and after store hours; it is also 
available through jcrew.com. Nice!
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Roick Events and 
Chad Brincheski, 

principal ESP.

Raymond Perkins, 
Roots Canada, and 
Markus Anderson, 

Soho House, Toronto.

Tommy Smythe, 
designer and  

on-air personality.
Blaire Borins and 
Jennifer Daubney.

Lindsay Taylor 
Thompson and 

Kate Buitenhuis.

PHOTOS By GEOrGE PIMENTEL

Erin McLaughlin, editor-
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