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Date: 2012 January 04 
 
To: Committee II - Planning and Facilities 

 
From: Jim Meschino, Director of Facilities 
 Doug McClary, Manager of Maintenance & Construction 
 
Re: Proposed New Garden Policy Regulation FNA R3r   
 
 
In February 2010, the Board adopted a new Garden Policy, I.O (Attachment 1) however 
the corresponding Garden Policy Regulation FNA R3, remained the same and was not 
in alignment with the new Garden Policy. 
 
It is proposed to replace the existing Garden Policy Regulation FNA R3, with a revised 
policy regulation, FNA R3r (Attachment 2) in order to best utilize and apply the new 
Garden Policy. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT Garden Policy Regulation FNA R3 be 
replaced by the revised Garden Policy Regulation FNA R3r. 
 

Attachments 

ITEM 2 
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FNA-R-3r: Use of Facilities and Grounds for K-
12: Use of School Grounds for Garden Plots 
Classification: F: Facilities Development  
Code: FNA-R-3r  

It is the policy of the Vancouver Board of Education (VSB or the “Board”) to support in 
principle the establishment of locally-initiated garden plots on school grounds.    Garden projects 
may be established in the interests of providing an educational opportunity for the students and 
staff, and a focus of community activity.  

1. All requests for garden areas must follow the “VSB Garden Policy IO” and be approved 
by the Grounds Supervisor.  Requests for garden areas greater than 20 square meters may 
require approval by the Manager of Maintenance and Construction in consultation with 
the Director of Facilities.  Requests for garden designs outside of the VSB Standards, 
including those requesting placement of any permanent/semi-permanent structures on the 
grounds, may also require approval by the Manager of Maintenance and Construction in 
consultation with the Director of Facilities. 
 

2. No restricted substances are to be kept, used or brought onto the grounds.  Only permitted 
insecticides or pesticides are to be used in accordance with Board policy and City By-
Law requirements and then, only by licensed applicators and with permission from the 
Board. 
 

3. When applicable, the “Garden Partnership Agreement” (see below) is to be completed 
and signed by the school Principal/Garden Partner/ Board Representative. 
 

4. The decision to remove or reclaim the garden plot will be made by Facilities in 
consultation with the principal, staff, School’s Parent Advisory Council and the Garden 
Partner.  Costs for restoration will be the responsibility of the school and its garden 
partner (if applicable). 

ATTACHMENT 2
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VSB GARDEN 
PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT 

This PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT is between the _________________________(“the school”) located at 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
on behalf of The Board of Education of School District No. 39 (Vancouver) (“the school district”), with an 
office at 1580 West Broadway, Vancouver, BC, V6J 5K8, and________________________, with an office 
at __________________________________________________________________________________. 

NATURE OF PARTNERSHIP 

It is understood that this PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT is in compliance with all school district policies 
including the school district’s IO: Garden Policy. 

It is further understood by the parties that this PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT for the development and 
operation of garden areas is fundamentally one of an educational nature.  When and if the educational 
aspect of the agreement ceases to be the predominate aspect of the relationship, as unilaterally 
determined by the school district, the PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT will itself be terminated effective the 
nearest June 30th.  If the school district does not provide written notice of the intention to terminate, 
the PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT will automatically renew for an additional year.  This Partnership 
Agreement is intended to be in place for three to five years. The timeframe for the agreement is to 
provide a new garden opportunity to be developed to full capacity. 

In addition to the above, the school district may terminate the PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT with 
immediate effect if they unilaterally determine that the PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT no longer meets the 
needs of the school district, or the space is needed for another purpose.  

Also, if, as unilaterally determined by the school district, ________________________has fully or 
substantially abandoned the PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT, the school district can terminate the 
PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT immediately. 

As Vancouver is a very urban setting both physically and socially removed from the daily production of  
food, it is understood that the students of the school district would benefit in a host of ways from re‐
connecting to the natural production of food.  The benefits and learning outcomes for students include: 

Physical Health from the consumption of locally grown food 

Fitness from the labour involved in planting, maintaining and harvesting food 

Personal development from the experience of teamwork 

Wisdom from understanding the cycle of natural food production 
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Development of problem solving skills when faced with issues such as pest management 

Development of practical insight as to what it means to think globally and act locally 

Understanding of the concept of food security 

Awareness that there are more people obese than are hungry 

Inculcating self sufficiency 

Instilling pride of ownership related to producing tangible desired goods 

Entrepreneurial skills developed via choosing products for production, and determining pricing and 
method of distribution 

Applying principles of environmental stewardship 

The nature of the Partnership is that the school, on behalf of the school district, will provide: 

a) a portion of the school grounds, approximately ____ square meters in size, at no charge, for 
growing, at the location as described as attached, and as described as follows: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________. 

b) a portion of the school grounds, approximately ____ square meters in size, at no charge, for 
composting, at the location as described as attached, and as described as follows: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________. 

c) a portion of the school grounds, approximately _____ square meters in size, at no charge, for 
storage, at the location as described as attached, and as described as follows: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________. 

d) site preparation that requires heavy machinery 
e) access to water by means of 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________. 

f) vehicle access by means of 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________. 

In exchange, _______________________, will provide the following specific tangible and intangible 
goods and/or services as summarized below, and as detailed as attached: 

g) Training in the form of 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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h) Supplies in the form of 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

i) Tools in the form of 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

j) ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Maintenance of the garden will take place on the following basis 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________. 

No item that is banned or restricted in this jurisdiction shall be permitted to be grown under the 
auspices of this PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT.  In the case of disagreement in interpretation of this clause, 
the school district shall have the ultimate authority to restrict the growing of any item. 

No item that is poisonous shall be permitted to be grown under the auspices of this PARTNERSHIP 
AGREEMENT.  In the case of disagreement in interpretation of this clause, the school district shall have 
the ultimate authority to restrict the growing of any item. 

All regulations concerning all aspects of this PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT including but not limited to 
Food Safe are to be followed. 

The harvest shall be shared in the following proportion 

_________ % for the use of the school at their own discretion 

_________ % for the use of _______________________ at their own discretion 

_________ % for charities as determined by the school and ____________________ 

If _______________________ chooses to sell any of the harvest, they SHALL (circle) or SHALL NOT 
(circle) be allowed to use the name of the school and or the school district in any signage or advertising. 

_____________________shall indemnify and hold harmless The Board of Education of School District 
No. 39 (Vancouver) and any of its officers, employees, servants, agents, and  contractors from any and 
all loss, liability, claims or expenses arising out of the use and/or occupation of the property belonging to 
the VSB by _______________________and any of its officers, employees, servants, agents, contractors, 
and volunteers, except to the extent that such loss arises from the independent negligence of the School 
District.  

__________________________shall, without limiting its obligations or liabilities herein and at its own 
expense, provide and maintain the following insurances with insurers licensed in British Columbia and in 
forms and amounts acceptable to the VSB:  
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General liability insurance with a limit of not less than Five Million Dollars, inclusive per occurrence for 
bodily injury and property damage including loss of use thereof. Such insurance shall extend to 
cover_________________________, its officers, employees, servants, agents, contractors, and 
volunteers and shall include the VSB, its officers, employees, servants, agents, contractors and 
volunteers as additional Insured’s with respect to liability arising out of the use or occupation by 
________________________of the property belonging to the VSB.  

__________________________hereby agrees to waive all rights of subrogation or recourse against the 
VSB with respect to the use or occupation by __________________________of the premises described 
in the Agreement.  

______________________ shall provide the VSB with evidence of all required insurance prior to the 
effective date of the Partnership Agreement.  Such evidence of insurance shall be in the form of a 
certificate of insurance.  When requested by the VSB, ___________________________shall provide 
certified copies of required insurance policies.  

All representatives of ________________________interacting with students shall be required to 
complete a full criminal record check and vulnerable persons vector check. 

Following an accident or incident, whenever medical/first aid attention is required or loss or damage to 
VSB property occurs, ________________________must notify the school within forty‐eight (48) hours. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Parties hereto have executed this Partnership Agreement as below: 

DULY EXECUTED AND DELIVERED ON BEHALF OF THE SCHOOL by its authorized signatory:   

___________________________  (name)   _______________________________  (signature) 

Date: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Confirmed by VSB Grounds Supervisor 

___________________________________________________________________________  (signature) 

Date: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

And by: _______________________ 

Signatory:  ___________________________ (name)   _______________________________  (signature) 

Date: __________________________________________________________ 
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