
Rev. C.M. Tate - Did you know? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Born in Blyth Northumberland 

England 1852 

 

 

 

 

 

1870 Tate came to British Columbia 

at the age of 18 to try his fortune in 

the Gold Rush, but arrived too late  

 

 

 

 

 

Took issue with the joint federal provincial McKenna–McBride Royal 

Commission established in 1912 to resolve the Indian reserve question 

in British Columbia.  “ . . .the Commission now at work is not dealing 

with the question of TITLE, which question covers the rights of the 

Indians not only to the land, but also to the fish, game, timber, water 

and other interests, to which the natives laid claim, before the coming of 

the white man, and which they have never surrendered.”  C.M. Tate 

Letter on behalf of Indian Rights Association of BC June 22, 1914  

 

 

 

 

 

Founded Coqualeetza 

Boarding School in 1886 

with his wife Caroline 

when they took 16 First 

Nations children into their 

home in Chilliwack 
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Rev. Tate died in 1933 the year 

in which St. Andrew’s-Wesley 

church was opened. Tate’s 

memorial service was held at 

St. Andrews-Wesley.  

 

 

 

 

“A lone result of missionary labour, the smoke-

begrimed community house [traditional longhouse] 

where a dozen families herded together under 

anything but moral and sanitary conditions, has 

given place to the individual family cottage, and war 

paint has been washed from their faces, the feathers 

combed out of their hair, and modern clothing has 

supplanted the blanket pinned around the body with 

a wooden skewer. The canoe has given place to the 

gas boat built by themselves, and so far as the 

Indians are concerned, life and property is perfectly 

safe for the white man in any part of the country, 

largely due to the work of the missionaries; at least, 

so said a government official to me a short time 

ago.” Rev. C.M. Tate conversation, J.S. Matthews, 

December 1932.  Early Vancouver Volume Two, City 

of Vancouver, 2011, 160.  

 

 

 

 

 

In 1914 the Deputy Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Duncan Campbell Scott, reported on Tate’s activities 

in support Aboriginal rights to one of Tate’s superiors in the Methodist Church:  “I regret to have to call 

you[r] attention to the active part which for a considerable time past has been taken by the Rev. C.M. 

Tate, Superintendent of Methodist Missions, Victoria, B.C., in connection with agitations by the Indians 

of that Province in regard to their land matters. Formerly as Secretary of the British Columbia 

Fishermen’s Union, and more recently as General Secretary of the Indian Rights Association of British 

Columbia, Mr. Tate has used his influence with the Indians to induce them to continue the agitation 

which has been carried on by them for a number of years... Petitions prepared by Mr. Tate for signature 

by the Indians, and meetings held by him for the purpose of discussing the land question have kept the 

minds of the Indians in a continual state of excitement and have impeded the Department in its efforts 

to secure a reasonable solution of the matters at issue between the Dominion and the Province in 

regard to the claims of the Indians.”  Duncan Campbell Scott to Rev. James Endicott, 7 October 1914. 

RG10, vol. 11023, file 662. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

“So lived and worked and died a 

real blazer of trails, - a pioneer 

and pathfinder for the Kingdom of 

God – a reconciler of alien 

peoples, and obliterator of racial 

prejudice in British Columbia…” 

Obituary of Rev. C.M. Tate, 1933  

 

 

 

 

After Tate’s wife passed in 1929 he 

lived with his nephew and his wife 

in Vancouver’s West End at 1749 

Nelson St.  

 

 

 

 


