
What Is  
Vendor  
Support?
The Windsor Star’s Vendor Support Program 
was created to allow traditional as well as 
non-traditional advertisers the opportunity to 
create a strong presence in The Windsor Star 
and windsorstar.com to promote their spe-
cial event, occasion, anniversary or grand 
opening.

HOW DOES IT WORK?
Vendor Support Programs are 100% paid by 
your suppliers. There are no matching fund 
requirements. This is achieved by utilizing 
your suppliers’ advertising dollars, over and 
above normal co-op allowances to your ad-
vantage.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS?
You control the storyline. The marketing plans 
are set by you, so you control the outcome.  
You will receive great public awareness in 
the pages of The Windsor Star.

WHAT WILL IT LOOK LIKE?
The final result may take the form of a spe-
cial section in The Windsor Star completely 
devoted to your business, or a series of large 
newspaper advertisements in conjunction 
with your event.

IS IT FOR ME?
If you are a large or small retailer, service 
group, industrial company or virtualy any or-
ganization, the answer is yes. If you want to 
maximize your exposure in your marketplace 
with NO COST TO YOU, then the answer is YES!

It’s like advertising for 

FREE!

Contact: Anna Cabrera @ 519-255-5535 acabrera@windsorstar.com
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AtlasTube
Centre

BY ANNA CABRERA CRISTOFARO
Special to The Star

The Atlas Tube Centre (formerly known 
as MURF, or Multi-Use Recreation Facility) 
was fi rst unveiled to the public in September 
2014. Located at 447 Renaud Line in Lake-
shore, the facility’s fi rst phase included the 
opening of three ice pads, a grand lobby, li-
brary and gymnasium. In December, Atlas 
Tube Centre celebrated its offi cial grand 
opening. 

As the recipient of $34.6 million in grant 
funds, the Town of Lakeshore welcomed 

monies from both the federal and provin-
cial governments. A capital campaign was 
launched in an effort to continue to raise 
funds to support the space, with Stepha-
nie and Barry Zekelman spearheading the 
campaign as its chairs. As the facility’s most 
dedicated supporters, donating $1 million 
toward the naming of the space, Lakeshore’s 
MURF was offi cially named Atlas Tube 
Centre, in honour of the company Zekel-
man’s father built, and which is now part of 
the larger JMC Steel Group. 

“I think it’s a great facility,” JMC Steel 
Group CEO Zekelman told the Star’s Jay 

Rankin in August 2014. “It’s great for our 
community and we’re very proud that we 
can help out. 

“We named it because it represents 
the company. We built the company of 
strength and teamwork and ingenuity 
and that’s what sports are about.”

Since the establishment of the Barry and 
Stephanie Zekelman Foundation in 2007, 
over 60 benefi ciaries have received aid 
from the philanthropic couple, including 
Transition to Betterness, the Art Gallery 
of Windsor, Academie Ste. Cecile, and the 
Children’s Aid Society of Windsor-Essex.

Atlas Tube Centre Opens

Lakeshore mayor Tom Bain addresses the crowd at the Atlas Tube Centre’s offi cial grand 
opening ceremonies in December.

ATLAS TUBE CENTRE HOSTS 
BIRTHDAY PARTIES!

If you need a great location to host your 
next birthday party, Atlas Tube Centre offers 
several different packages to best suit your 
needs. 
Your party will include staff to supervise 
guests, lead activities and assist with cake 
and presents; food will be served by Atlas 
Tube Centre staff. Food includes one hot-
dog, chips and pop per guest, or two slices 
of pizza, chips and pop per guest. 

Princess Party — Our little princesses 
dress in beautiful gowns and tell tales about 
life as a princess. Crafts, creating tiaras 
with sparkly cut outs, dance, board games, 
princess tattoos, tea party game and just 
having fun! 
Sports Zone — Boys or girls can entertain 
their friends on the gym fl oor with a variety 
of sport activities available to suit the party 
guests. Choose from fl oor hockey, indoor 
soccer, basketball, volleyball, parachute 
game, and fl oor size board games. Tattoo 
station also included. 
Pirate Party — Our little pirates can dress 
up in costume, swords included for all 
guests and pretend to be conquerors of 
their own with this super fun party! Children 
enjoy free pirate play, fl oor board games, 
tattoo stations, storytelling and real life 
dramatization of a pirate seeking his hidden 
treasure with all of his mates! 
Super Heroes — We can customize this 
party to your child’s liking with specifi c 
games related to their very special super 
hero! Floor board games, super hero tat-
toos, large posters posted on the board and 
lots of free play. 
Skate Party — Bring your party guests out 
to the new Atlas Tube Centre rink and enjoy 
an hour of skating with public skate. Enjoy 
some hot chocolate, candy canes, craft area 
or dance it up with music of choice for a 

Welcome to the
Celebrates its new go-to destination

The region’s newest multi-use 
recreational facility is now open

  Photos: Ed Goodfellow — Special to The Star 

The Atlas Tube Centre as seen from the outside is a busy venue in the Lakeshore area.  “We are already busy and do not have open time in a lot of areas,” says Rita Chappell-Arsenault, Manager of Special Projects for the Town of Lakeshore.
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Sample Vendor Front

Sample Online Vendor Page

Sample Vendor Video Link

Web
247,000

Monthly Unique Visitors

Newspaper
192,000

Weekly Readers

Smartphone & Tablet
102,000

Monthly Unique Visitors
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Contact: Anna Cabrera @ 519-255-5535 acabrera@windsorstar.com

Vendor
      Support

The 5 Steps of Vendor Support
IDENTIFY YOUR VENDORS
We help you identity those suppliers that are most likely to support your promotion. These might include:

• suppliers or vendors of your top selling products
• suppliers or vendors who would like to increase their sales with you

• companies who are aggressive marketers
• new suppliers or vendors

• suppliers or vendors with a track record for participating in vendor support projects
• associates who would like to identify themselves with you

• anyone who depends on you to make a living

PACKAGE THE PROMOTION
Along with you and your Star representative, we create a marketing plan that represents your business goals 

and is attractive to your vendors. Then we design a custom sales piece that describes your business, the 
promotion and how vendors may participate. This becomes the sales tool used to solicit vendor assistance. 

We ask them to fill out an enclosed form and return it indicating their level of participation.

CONTACT YOUR VENDORS
After we have sent out the package to your vendors, it’s time for you to contact those who have not re-
sponded. Remember, you will do the best job contacting your vendors because you know them and carry 
the most weight. Once a commitment is secured, it is our job to follow up and create their advertisement.

YOUR PROMOTION
We work with you on the placement of your advertising program into the newspaper. We hire writers and  
photographers who will work with you. Our in-house artists and editors will polish up your section to ensure 
the utmost professionalism.

FOLLOW-UP
The Windsor Star will invoice all vendors and supply tearsheets as proof of performance.


